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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">in its choice of chiefs. Since 1873 there have been<BR>only two. The first of these was P. M. Arthur, a<BR>sturdy Scot, born in 1831 and brought to America in<BR>boyhood. He learned the blacksmith and machinist<BR>trades but soon took to railroading, in which he<BR>rose rapidly from the humblest place to the position<BR>of engineer on the New York Central lines. He<BR>became one of the charter members of the Brother- <BR>hood in 1863 and was active in its affairs from<BR>the first. In 1873 the union became involved in a<BR>bitter dispute with the Pennsylvania Railroad, and<BR>Arthur, whose prompt and energetic action had<BR>already designated him as the natural leader of<BR>the Brotherhood, was elected to the chieftainship.<BR>For thirty years he maintained his prestige and<BR>became a national figure in the labor world. He<BR>died suddenly at Winnipeg in 1903 while speaking<BR>at the dinner which closed the general convention<BR>of the Brotherhood.</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">When P. M. Arthur joined the engineers' union,<BR>the condition of locomotive engineers was unsatis- <BR>factory. Wages were unstable; working conditions<BR>were hard and, in the freight service, intolerable.<BR>For the first decade of the existence of the Brother- <BR>hood, strike after strike took place in the effort to<BR>establish the right, of organizing and the principle</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">in its choice of chiefs. Since 1873 there have been<BR>only two. The first of these was P. M. Arthur, a<BR>sturdy Scot, born in 1831 and brought to America in<BR>boyhood. He learned the blacksmith and machinist<BR>trades but soon took to railroading, in which he<BR>rose rapidly from the humblest place to the position<BR>of engineer on the New York Central lines. He<BR>became one of the charter members of the Brother- <BR>hood in 1863 and was active in its affairs from<BR>the first. In 1873 the union became involved in a<BR>bitter dispute with the Pennsylvania Railroad, and<BR>Arthur, whose prompt and energetic action had<BR>already designated him as the natural leader of<BR>the Brotherhood, was elected to the chieftainship.<BR>For thirty years he maintained his prestige and<BR>became a national figure in the labor world. He<BR>died suddenly at Winnipeg in 1903 while speaking<BR>at the dinner which closed the general convention<BR>of the Brotherhood.</SPAN><BR>\
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